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Pennsylvania State Law Enforcement Citizen Advisory Commission 
Commission’s Webpage:  
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Tel: 717-772-4935 
555 Walnut Street, 8th Floor, Forum Place | Harrisburg, PA 17101 

Special Meeting of the Critical Incident Review Committee 
Meeting Minutes for 

Thursday, March 24, 2022, at 11:00 a.m. 
(Virtual Meeting via Microsoft Teams Platform) 

At 11:07 a.m. Executive Session [Call to Order, Roll Call and Opening Remarks by 
Commission Chairperson (Sha Brown) and Review Committee Chairperson 
(Kelley Hodge)] 

Sha S. Brown, Chairperson, called the Executive Session of the Pennsylvania State Law 
Enforcement Citizen Advisory Commission’s (Commission) Critical Incident Review Committee’s 
(Review Committee) Special Meeting to order, provided an overview of the Review Committee’s 
proposed Special Meeting Agenda, acknowledged the receipt, and assessed the sufficiency of certain 
records received from the Covered Agency, and reviewed the proposed schedule for completion of the 
committee’s review of Internal Case No. 21-0018-P. 

With no further confidential or administrative matters or other questions, the Executive Session of 
the Review Committee ended at 11:28 p.m.  

At 11:32 a.m. Public Session of Special Meeting Started and Recording Began 

At 11:33 a.m.   Call to Order, Roll Call and Opening Announcements/Reminders by 
Commission Chairperson (Sha Brown)  

Chairperson Brown called the Special Meeting of the Commission’s Critical Incident Review 
Committee to order, announced that the meeting was being recorded and participation in the meeting 
conferred consent to being recorded.  Commission Secretary Jaimie Hicks conducted a Roll Call and 
Commissioners Kelley Hodge [Review Committee Chairperson], Bishop Curtis Jones, Sr., Spero Lappas, 
and Charima Young along with Vice-Chairperson Elizabeth Pittinger were present remotely and a quorum 
of the Review Committee was present.  Commissioner Andrea Lawful-Sanders was absent..  A copy of 
the Roll Call and Attendance Form is attached hereto and made a part hereof [see Attachment 1]. 

At 11:34 a.m. Public Comment Reminder 
Chairperson Brown reminded members of the public of the various ways citizens may participate 

and offer public comment before and during all meetings of the Commission and the Commission’s 
Review Committees to ensure public participation and transparency.  For purposes of this Special 
Meeting, public comment was limited to three minutes per speaker. 

At 11:34 a.m. Motion to Approve Critical Incident Review Committee’s Meeting Agenda by 
Unanimous Consent 

Chairperson Brown asked for a motion to approve the Critical Incident Review Committee’s 
Meeting Agenda by unanimous consent.  The Motion was offered and seconded by Review Committee 
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members in attendance.  Chairperson Brown asked if there were any objection(s) to the Meeting Agenda 
and after hearing no objections, Chairperson Brown recognized the approval of the Critical Incident 
Review Committee’s Meeting Agenda by unanimous consent.  A copy of the Critical Incident Review 
Committee’s March 24, 2022 Special Meeting Agenda, as adopted, is attached hereto, and made a part 
hereof [see Attachment 2]. 
 
At 11:35 a.m.  Motion to Approve Adoption of the Draft of the Critical Incident Review 

Committee’s February 16, 2022, Meeting Minutes by Unanimous Consent 
 Chairman Brown asked for a Motion to approve the draft of the Critical Incident Review 
Committee’s February 16, 2022, Meeting Minutes by unanimous consent.  The Motion was offered and 
seconded by Review Committee members.  Unanimous consent to approve adoption of the draft of the 
Critical Incident Review Committee’s February 16, 2022 Meeting Minutes passed with no noted 
objections [a copy of the Meeting Minutes as adopted is available on the Review Committee’s webpage 
found at www.osig.pa.gov/PSLECAC]. 
 
At 11:35 a.m. Other Review Committee Administrative Matters  
 There were no administrative matters or other remarks offered by Review Committee Chairperson 
Hodge. 
 
At 11:36 a.m. Consideration, Discussion, and Deliberation of Review Objectives Concerning 

Internal Case No. 21-0018-P 
 Chairperson Brown stated the purpose of the meeting was to develop any questions for the 
Pennsylvania State Police (PSP) in anticipation of its Oral Presentation to assist the Review Committee in 
reaching determinations regarding six Review Objectives including whether PSP’s completed internal 
investigation [of the underlying fatal incident concerning Internal Case No. 21-0018-P] was prompt, fair, 
impartial, and complete along with whether adjudicatory findings and discipline (if any) were reasonable 
under a totality of the circumstances and whether any policy or training deficiencies exist.  Chairperson 
Brown also stated that the questions developed by the Review Committee should focus on how PSP 
handled its investigation of the underlying incident and those that will aid the Review Committee in 
completing its review.  Chairperson Brown then relinquished the floor to Review Committee Chairperson 
Hodge for initial comments. 
 
 Review Committee Chairperson Hodge summarized that in reviewing this fatal use of force 
incident, which occurred on November 16, 2016, the incident was presented as a routine traffic stop 
regarding a vehicle with an out of state license plate (Virginia).  During the traffic stop, the PSP member 
alleged to have observed suspicious behavior by the driver and removed the driver from the vehicle.  After 
reviewing video of the incident captured by the Motor Vehicle Recorder (MVR), Review Committee 
Chairperson Hodge stated that the video evidence showed that while the PSP member was attempting to 
place the subject under arrest, the subject attempted to flee and returned to his vehicle.  As the subject 
attempted to flee in his vehicle, the PSP member remained in contact with the driver through the driver’s 
side window as the subject re-entered the highway.   
 
 Review Committee Chairperson Hodge stated that she initially required additional information to 
better understand the full scope and nature of the Trooper’s observations and what caused the driver’s 
conduct to be deemed “suspicious” to justify the stop.  For example, Review Committee Chairperson 
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Hodge stated that the Trooper took steps to pull the vehicle over and that she needed to better understand 
what led to this action or otherwise an explanation of the Trooper’s observations of any traffic violations. 
 
 Next, Review Committee Chairperson Hodge stated that while attempting to place the subject 
under arrest, the Trooper placed one handcuff on the subject but then the subject attempted to flee and 
retreated to his vehicle.  Review Committee Chairperson Hodge noted that the Trooper first deployed his 
taser on the subject, and after the taser deployment, the subject was pronounced dead from multiple 
gunshot wounds.  Review Committee Chairperson Hodge requested additional information regarding 
arrest techniques and duty to render aid.  In addition, Review Committee Chairperson Hodge submitted a 
blanket request for all documents (subject to redaction) related to PSP’s investigation of the incident 
including the General Incident (GI) Report, the Adjudication Report and Witness Statements to provide 
the Review Committee with the ability to analyze PSP’s policies and training to avoid similar incidents in 
the future.  Review Committee Chairperson Hodge then relinquished the floor to Chairperson Brown who 
recognized Commissioner Lappas. 
 
 Commissioner Lappas commented that he concurred with Review Committee Chairperson Hodge 
concerning her request for redacted copies of additional documents including, at a minimum, the GI 
Report and the report produced by PSP’s Internal Affairs Division.  According to media reports, 
Commissioner Lappas also noted it appeared the York County District Attorney publicly released a 22-
page report (however the link was inactive) and there were public references to an Accident 
Reconstruction Study (i.e., regarding circumstances of “dragging” Trooper) prepared by PSP and 
requested copies of both documents.   
 
 Additionally, Commissioner Lappas reiterated his request for statistical data related to the number 
of use of force incidents investigated by PSP which were determined to be “founded” and resulted in 
discipline against involved members.  Commissioner Lappas still believed this data was vital to the 
Review Committee’s determination of impartiality, i.e., if find no discipline is issued in majority of all 
cases, then a statistical doubt of impartiality exists on PSP’s part.  Commissioner Lappas stated that the 
Commission was tasked with improving policing to deter improper conduct and that internal investigations 
and discipline was a primary way to deter bad behavior.  Commissioner Lappas added that generally law 
enforcement officers rarely face criminal charges and civil litigation is not a deterrent because judgements 
and/or settlements are paid with Commonwealth funds. 
 
 Commissioner Lappas also agreed with Review Committee Chairperson Hodge regarding the need 
for additional documents and information related to traffic stops, i.e., records indicated that the involved 
Trooper’s training and experience rendered the driver’s physical position in the vehicle along with failing 
to make eye contact indicative of criminal behavior.  Commissioner Lappas also questioned PSP’s policies 
and training regarding the urgency of arrests generally, i.e., involved members do not allow subjects to 
drive away to apprehend later.  Here, Commissioner Lappas noted that other Troopers were in route and 
Troopers have other tools available to disarm vehicle, i.e., during the Commissioners’ training they were 
made aware of the use of stop strips placed on roads.  Commissioner Lappas questioned the critical need 
to apprehend the subject at that moment, i.e., subject was not a fleeing felon, since the subject’s only 
apparent violation was driving in left lane and failing to make eye contact with Trooper as the subject’s 
vehicle passed. 
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 Commissioner Young agreed with her fellow Commissioners and requested a list of the criminal 
indicators used by PSP to detain and/or search motorists.  Commissioner Young also requested additional 
documentation regarding PSP’s training related to traffic stops and vehicle searches.  Commissioner 
Young acknowledged Troopers must make a judgment call regarding whether to immediately apprehend 
a subject because he or she poses a danger to the public versus releasing a subject to apprehend later but 
assumed (in this case) there was something in the driver’s criminal record.  Commissioner Young also 
requested additional information regarding PSP’s interview process, i.e., when was the involved Trooper 
interviewed, and was the involved Trooper allowed to view the MVR prior to his or her interview, and 
what, if anything, was gleamed from the MVR viewing.  
 
 Commissioner Young noted that the driver was killed, and the Trooper could have been seriously 
injured, i.e., from “dragging,” because of the Trooper’s actions and asked how this can be prevented by 
policy and/or training.  Vice-Chairperson Pittinger agreed with Commissioner Young especially 
concerning Trooper safety, i.e., Trooper reached into open vehicle to stop driver from fleeing.  Vice-
Chairperson Pittinger also believed it would be helpful to request a copy of the applicable Taser Data 
Download Report for this incident. 
 
 Commissioner Jones agreed with his fellow Commissioners and believed that the Review 
Committee would benefit from as much knowledge as it can garner to aid its review of PSP’s investigation 
of the incident currently under consideration.  Commissioner Jones was also interested in obtaining 
additional information regarding PSP’s training, i.e., Trooper had to make split second decision to attach 
himself to vehicle or step back, along with taser deployments versus taking someone’s life.   
 
 Before he cross walked the Commissioners through the list of additional documents and 
information they requested to complete their review of Internal Case No. 21-0018-P, Chairperson Brown 
asked if any Commissioner had any additional comments or questions and relinquished the floor to Review 
Committee Chairperson Hodge.   
 
 Review Committee Chairperson Hodge commented that media reports indicated a weapon was 
recovered along with a small amount of marijuana and wanted additional information regarding where 
those items were in the vehicle.  Review Committee Chairperson Hodge also wanted more details and a 
better understanding of the sequence of events, i.e., discharge of taser after placing subject in handcuffs, 
whether Trooper maintained control of taser or released taser to get control of and discharge Trooper’s 
weapon, whether and where taser struck subject and if taser had any impact on subject before discharge 
of weapon.   
 
 Commissioner Lappas stated that he was interested in PSP’s training regarding traffic enforcement 
and asked, if appropriate, Commissioners could attend this portion of PSP’s training program, i.e., are 
Troopers specifically trained to recognize eye contact, how a driver sits in vehicle, etc.  Commissioner 
Lappas noted that the Trooper asked the driver for consent to search the vehicle during the traffic stop, 
the driver replied “No,” and then the Trooper informed the motorist he was going to place him in 
handcuffs, which is essentially an arrest until K9 unit arrived. 
 
 Commissioners Young and Jones and Vice-Chairperson Pittinger had no additional comments or 
questions.  Chairperson Brown then summarized the list of additional documents and information to 
include copies of the following: (1) GI Report, Adjudication Report, and Witness Statements; (2) materials 
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and policies regarding traffic stop enforcement and training including criminal indicators used for 
interdiction training; (3) the investigative report and findings issued by PSP’s internal affairs division or 
BIPS; (4) the public report issued by the County District Attorney along with PSP’s accident report/study; 
(5) disciplinary data or studies concerning use of force incidents; (6) training related to arrest procedures 
and processes; (7) policies related to discharge of tasers and a copy of the Taser Data Download Report 
for this incident; (8) policies regarding use of criminal indicators during traffic stops; (9) details of 
interview processes; (10) training regarding reaching in vehicles; and (11) documentation regarding 
contraband recovered and where contraband was located in the vehicle at the time. 
 
 At this time, Chairperson Brown opened the floor to and asked for public comment, but none was 
offered. 
 
 Chairperson Brown then asked for a motion to submit a request containing the above listed 
additional documents and information to PSP and relinquished the floor to Review Committee 
Chairperson Hodge.  Review Committee Chairperson Hodge asked for a motion to request the additional 
documents and information as stated and the motion was seconded.  With no noted objections, Chairperson 
Brown recognized that the motion was passed unanimously.             
 
 Commissioner Lappas asked whether the request and documents provided by PSP in response to 
the request would be posted to the Review Committee’s Teams channel and Chairperson Brown replied 
in the affirmative. 
 
 With this action, there were no other matters for deliberation before the Review Committee.   
           
At 12:06 p.m. Announcements by Commission Chairperson 
 Chairperson Brown provided closing remarks and informed the public how to file complaints using 
the Commission’s hotline, access the Commission’s webpage, and contact the OSIG and its Bureau of 
Law Enforcement Oversight (BLEO) for assistance.   
 
At 12:07 p.m. Special Meeting of the Critical Incident Review Committee Adjourned 
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Roll Call and Attendance Form

Type of Conunission Meeting: Quarterly Special Reschcdulcd
l)ate and 'l'itne of Conunittee Meetiry•.

of Counmittee:

Pursuant to Article 6, Sections 2 and 5 of the Pennsylvania State Law Enforcement

Citizen Advisory Commission's (Commission) Bylaws, I hereby attest to having a Roll Call of

Committee Membership performed at the above listed Committee meeting and recording

attendance of Committee members as indicated below:

Seat Name

At-Lar e Seat I

At-Lar re Seat 2

At-Lar e Seat 3

At-Lar e Seat 4

At-Lar e Seat 5

At-Lar e Seat 6
Troo A Seat

Troo B Seat

Troo C Seat

Troo D Seat

Troo E Seat

Troo F Seat

Troo G Seat

Troo H Seat

Troo J Seat

Troo K Seat

Troo L Seat

Troo M Seat

Troo N Seat

Troo P Seat

Troo R Seat

Name of Commission Member Excused
Present Absent

Absence
David A. Sonenshein

Dr. A. Suresh Cana ara•ah, Ph.D.
Kelle B. Hod e, Es uire
Denise Ashe

Elizabeth C. Pittin er
Keir Bradford-Gre

Jeffre Wilson
Brenda Tate

Joshua S. Maines, Es uire

Marisa C. Williams

Bisho Curtis L. Jones, Sr.

Honorable Erick J. Coolid e
Charima C. Youn

S ero T. La as, J.D., Ph.D

VACANT

Andrea A. Lawful-Sanders

VACANT

Marvin Bo er

Maril n M. Brown, Ed.D.

Rev. Shawn M. Walker

Krista Somers

Signature of Sha S. Brown,

Commission Chairperson
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CRITICAL INCIDENT REVIEW COMMITTEE 
SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA 

The Pennsylvania State Law Enforcement Citizen Advisory Commission (Commission), 
established by Executive Order 2020-04 (as amended by Governor Tom Wolf on April 30, 2021) 
announces a Special Meeting of the Commission’s Critical Incident Review Committee (Review 
Committee) to be held in person at the Office of State Inspector General located at 555 Walnut Street, 
7th Floor, Forum Place, Harrisburg, PA 17101 and virtually via the Commission’s information 
technology platform (Microsoft Teams) on Thursday, March 24, 2022, at 11:00am (Executive Session) 
and at 11:30am [Public Session).   

In accordance with 65 Pa.C.S. § 709(b) and Article 6, Section 2 of the Commission’s Bylaws, the 
Review Committee’s Meeting Agenda consists of the following items: 

(1) Executive Session [closed to the public – Review of Meeting Agenda; Recap of previous
discussions related to and proposed schedule for completion of Internal Case No. 21-
0018-P for the purpose of issuing a Preliminary Investigative Review Report; and other
administrative matters];

(2) Call to Order and Roll Call [expected to begin at approximately 11:30am];
(3) Acceptance of Meeting Agenda;
(4) Approval and adoption of previous Special Meeting Minutes from February 16, 2022;
(5) Approval of administrative and/or other procedural matters;
(6) Report by the Critical Incident Review Committee’s Chairperson;
(7) Opportunity for public comment; and
(8) Discussion, deliberation, and adoption of Review Objectives (based on information

contained in the comprehensive written summary and internal records) for the selected
investigatory review currently under consideration and identification of additional
information (if any) needed from the Covered Agency to complete the review.

Individuals having questions regarding this Special Meeting of the Commission’s Critical Incident 
Review Committee, which is open to the public, should contact the Bureau of Law Enforcement Oversight 
within the Pennsylvania Office State Inspector General (OSIG) at (717) 787-6835.  Media inquiries may 
be directed to the OSIG’s Deputy State Inspector General for External Affairs Jonathan Hendrickson at 
(717) 265-8396.

Sha S. Brown, Chairperson  
Pennsylvania State Law Enforcement Citizen Advisory 
Commission 
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